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Brockport European Study Tours: a brief historical sketch 
   These tours were conducted annually each summer from 1952 to the late 1960s by Dr. Eric Steel, 
professor of foreign languages at Brockport. Dr. Steel was a native of Scotland who taught at 
Brockport from the 1940s to his retirement in the 1970s. He was a popular and colorful figure on 
campus, often seen walking or driving with his poodle, Pouf.   Originally the tours were given 
graduate course credit, on the basis of the experience gained, that a paper was written and so on, but 
then the SUNY Central administration decided that the tours, as they did not include actual 
attendance at a foreign school, could not be credit bearing experiences.  
   Following are two Stylus articles on the tour, the first from 12/11/53, the next from 11/19/54. 
After those is a book produced for the 1980 annual dinner reunion of tour members, produced as a 
memorial to Dr. Steel who had been killed just prior to the reunion in an automobile accident. The 
booklet has a history of the tours. Dr. Steel’s sense of humor was well known, and is reflected in the 
book presented here with its accompanying limericks and illustrations! As befits the leader of the 
tour, he is frequently depicted in the illustrations in the book, the man wearing glasses. 
   


































